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August 2020 

LESSONS FOR AUGUST 2020 

August 2 Lectionary 18 Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 
August 9 Lectionary 19 1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 
August 16 Lectionary 20 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28 
August 23 Lectionary 21 Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 
August 30 Lectionary 22 Jeremiah 15:15-21; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

Until further notice, please continue to 
worship with us online on Sundays via 

Facebook or YouTube. 
Join us for Bible Study with Pastor 

Jeremy Wednesday mornings  
via ZOOM at 10:30am. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special dates in September 

Labor Day, September 7, 2020 
Patriot Day, September 11, 2020 
National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2020 
Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15-Oct. 15, 2020 
First day of autumn, September 22, 2020 
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 Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm 
 Friday 8am - 12:00pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Pastoral Intern Lourdes Olson 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Bookkeeper/Youth Director 

 Kimberly Nickerson 
Custodian Mattie Thompson 
Groundskeeper Terry West 

Music Worship Leaders 
Contemporary Rick Arroyo 
Traditional  Steven Wright 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Mark Myers, Pres 702 498-1901 
Cindy White, VP 702 243-5647 
Jim Cassidy, Sec’ty 630 388-8706 
Michele Anderson 702-540-0637 
Faye Bastarache 702-645-2497 
Karen Pettit 702-417-4607 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
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Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing.  We can 

only fly while embracing each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to Pastor Jeremy and Pastoral 
Intern Lourdes for leading our Sunday 
morning worship services, for the daily 
devotions (Facebook or YouTube), for 
Bible Studies and book studies (Zoom) 
during this time of pandemic    

… to Mark Myers and our church 
council for leading our congregation 
during this time of social distancing and 
stay at home mandate… 

… to Rick Arroyo, pianist, and Paula 
Perez and Carol Spitzer-Hanisch for 
lending their voices in song for our 
recorded services… 

… to Faye Bastarache, Norma 
Kesling, and Thaddeus Nance for 
maintaining the altar… 

… to our Re-opening Task Force Team: 
Faye Bastarache, George Byrns, 
Karen Harris, Gwen Jolls, Joyce 
Palmer, Jane Seum, and Natalie 
Tyrrell… 
… to all our silent angels who are 
staying in touch with other 
members/friends…  

… Keith and Jackie Hopkey and 
Charlie and Norma Kesling for 
counting our offerings in July… 

… to all who continue to contribute 
their offerings… 

… to Karen Pettit, Kris Byrns and 
Patrick, Duncan, and Henry for 
offering children’s crafts through 
Facebook…  

… to Kimberly Nickerson, Youth & 
Family Team Leader, for leading 
ZOOM meetings with the youth… 

… to Jackie Hopkey for our “That’s 
the Spirit” church newsletter, those 
who contribute their articles; Michele 
Anderson-Beck for posting the 
newsletter on the Web… 

… to Terry West for repairing 
Loretta’s keyboard tray. 
 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD’S WORK 

 

 

 
Nicole Powell 8/1 
Owen Walker 8/1 
Lisa Barnard 8/3 
Ann Bell 8/5 
Keith Hopkey 8/5 
Ann Taylor 8/7 
Mark Middleton 8/8 
Ray Betts 8/10 
Karen Dunn 8/10 
Sharon Manning 8/10 
JoAnn Nance 8/13 
Magen Marolt 8/13 
Judy Caison 8/14 
Alivia Price 8/14 
Dottie Alt 8/15 
Kayden Bell 8/15 
Lou Ann Lund 8/19 
Dean Chapman 8/20 
Kathy Moses 8/22 
Sharon Wilderman 8/23 
Janet Burton 8/24 
Jeremiah Anderson 8/25 
Jim Caison 8/25 
LaShone Manning 8/25 
Jennie Zweifel 8/27 
Henry Pettit 8/30 
Janet Saterlie 8/31 

 
Larry & Gina Eilers 8/1/81 
Gregg & Carol Townsend 8/3/74 
Andreas & Jill Franczak 8/6/05 
Don & Leslie Cleveland 8/7/82 
Ben/Rebekah Signoretti 8/10/12 
Ramon & Sara Miranda 8/13/05 
Steve & Janet Saterlie 8/14/71 
Gary & Mary Torstenson 8/14/76 
Stuart & Michele Beck  8/15/98 
Stan & Mary Wonola 8/15/58 
Jeremy & Erin Nausin 8/17/13 
Ballen & Paula Perez 8/17/96 
Keith & Bev Quirk 8/23/58 

 

Dove Tales, Birthday & Anniversaries 
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Pastor Jeremy Nausin

God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the 
fellowship of his Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:9 

Grace and peace to you 
from God our Creator 
through Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

This would normally be the 
time that we would be travelling to see family and friends 
in places much less hot than Las Vegas.  This would 
normally be the time we would be preparing in our 
committees and programs for a new year ahead of us.  
We would normally be getting our kids ready to go back to 
school shortly.  We normally would be gearing up for 
another Vegas Golden Knights playoff run.  Normally, we 
would be doing a lot of things differently.   

However, this time is anything but normal.  Thank God we 
have been prepared for this.  That’s right!  You heard me.  
We have been prepared for such a time as this our whole 
lives.  God has been calling us to live in this way for a 
very long time.  It’s called discipleship, and throughout 
your whole life, God has been calling you to serve the 
Church of Christ.  I know this sounds hard to believe, but I 
want to think about one fact regarding scripture.  Every 

time a disciple of 
God has been called 
into ministry, their 
entire life has been 
turned upside down.  
Think of the disciples 
of Jesus sitting in the 
upper room after 
Jesus’ crucifixion, 
wondering what was 
going to happen 
next. 

Think of Saul being put on his knees, blinded, wondering 
what was going to happen next.  Think of Jonah being 
called to go to Ninevah and how much trouble that caused 
him, and how much he wondered what was going to 
happen next.  Or the Israelites, freed from Egypt but left 
with an unknown future, wondering what was going to 
happen next.  Every person who was called to follow 
God’s ways into the next season of life has been called 
also into an unknown future with one promise: God is 
faithful and God will be with you. 

Paul reminds us that this faithfulness means one promise: 
fellowship.  God doesn’t call God’s people into a future 
that God isn’t prepared for.  In fact, God has shown us 
something that will remain the same no matter what future 
we have in front of us.  God will indeed be in fellowship 
with us in that future through Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit.  That God’s 
promise of fellowship 
means never having to 
face something 
unexpected alone.   

Thankfulness for this 
promise is something 
that can center us in 
our faith.  There is an 
example of something I 
am so incredibly 
thankful for and also 
something that shows 
me God’s faithfulness 
in every new season.  
The church!  The 
church and the way 
that people step up to share their gifts and talents, to help 
care for the people of God, are all ways in which we are 
reminded that God is with us.  I want to say thank you to 
everyone who helped out with any program, event, 
worship service, Sunday School lesson, Adult Education 
class, leadership on council, and all who helped tend to 
our church building and assets this year.  To everyone 
who comes to fellowship in worship and communion, and 
who adds their voices to the songs of worship we sing; I 
want to say thank you.   

For the new members who have added their names to the 
upcoming council, for our past council members who have 
served with faith, or to committee members who will be 
asked to help bring our normal programming to people in 
different ways; I do not see your volunteerism as just a 
good act, but as a living witness to the promise that God 
will surround us in fellowship as we go into the world to 
shine God’s light and love.  To be part of the church in this 
time is certainly anything but normal.  But the continued 
faithfulness you show in serving God’s church and 
worshiping together as God’s church, continues to be a 
living witness to God’s promises even in unexpected 
times.   

Thank you for everyone 
who has served our 
church in the myriad of 
gifts and talents that 
God has given you.  
You are truly a blessing 
to our congregation.  
You are a reminder of 
God’s faithfulness to 
journey with us in all 
times and places.  This 
congregation is anything but normal.  And I think God has 
made us that way.  Thank God for God’s faithfulness.  
Amen. 
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Council President 
 

 

Mark Myers 

Footprints in the Sand  

One night I dreamed a dream. As I 
was walking along the beach with 
my Lord, across the dark sky 
flashed scenes from my life. For 

each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one 
belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of 
my life flashed before 
me, I looked back at the 
footprints in the sand.  I 
noticed that at many 
times along the path of 
my life, especially at the 
very lowest and saddest 
times, there was only 
one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. "Lord, 
you said once I decided to follow you, You'd walk with me all 
the way. But I noticed that during the saddest and most 
troublesome times of my life, there was only one set of 
footprints. I don't understand why, when I needed You the 
most, You would leave me." 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never 
leave you. Never, ever, during your trials and testings. When 
you saw only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried 
you." 

I hope this newsletter finds you and your families safe.  As we 
are all adjusting to the new normal of life in a pandemic, we 
are being asked to care for others unlike any other time in our 
lives.  Not only do we need to take care of ourselves and our 
families, we have to be aware of how our actions will impact 
others well-being. 

When we go out in public, it is 
vital that we wear masks, not just 
to protect us, but we wear them to 
reduce the possibility of spreading 
this infection to others.  We 
sanitize or wash our hands 
frequently.  We also find ourselves 
making an assessment as to 
whether it is really that important that we venture out or if it is 
better to just purchase needed items online. 

As if dealing with COVID 19 is not enough, we are now in the 
middle of a social awakening regarding the treatment of 
marginalized people in our society.  As Christians, we have 
always been called to care for the underrepresented and 
underprivileged that we call our neighbors.  We are now also 

being asked to reassess our beliefs and to open our minds to 
other ways of thinking.   

In the same manner, since mid-March, we have all been asked 
to make tremendous spiritual sacrifices for the wellbeing of 
others as well as ourselves.  We all miss our time in worship at 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.  We miss the fellowship with 
our “church family”.  We long for the hugs during the sharing 
of the peace that are so typical of who we are as a loving and 
caring congregation. 

While we are dealing with these challenges, we should take 
stock in the many blessings that we have.  Each Sunday when 
we say the Lord’s Prayer, the phrase “save us from the time of 
trial” has taken on an all too real meaning.  I believe that God 
is doing just that.  To paraphrase Pastor Jeremy “Our church 
is not closed.  We are still functioning as a vital congregation 
active in ministry.”  We continue to support ministries such as 
Assistance to the Needy, Lutheran Social Services of Nevada, 
the Grand Canyon Synod, the ELCA Navajo Mission, 
Nevadans For The Common Good, Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth, ELCA World Hunger initiative, Safe House, 
Safe Nest, Army of One, to name just a few.  

We have been blessed with an insightful, loving, and 
extremely gifted Pastor who has 
done an exemplary job of 
leading us during this 
unimaginable time of trial.  
Pastor Jeremy has continued to 
feed us spiritually with our 

online worship, incredibly moving and inspiring sermons that 
preach the Gospel so well.  He has continually endured the 
triple digit temperatures of our Las Vegas summer to feed our 
soul with drive-through communion. 

In June, we still functioned as a church with our first virtual 
June Congregational Meeting via Zoom.  Participation in the 
virtual meeting surpassed our usual number that is usually able 
to meet in person for previous congregational meetings. 

Our Church Council continues to meet and lead this church 
through Zoom meetings.  Pastor Jeremy is still leading very 
well-attended virtual Bible studies twice a week. Gwen Jolls 
is planning on opening Sunday School this Fall virtually with 
the help of our Sunday School teacher volunteers.  Adult 
Sunday School should also be up and running this Fall.  
Kimberly Nickerson is doing an outstanding job keeping the 
Youth active virtually. 

We are able to continue to thrive 
as a congregation because of the 
generosity and faithful support of 
you.  We realize that some in our 
congregation have experienced reduced or complete loss of 
incomes during the pandemic.  It is so amazing to see that 
those of you who have been more fortunate have stepped up 
their giving to compensate for those who are struggling 
financially. 
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To reference that wonderful poem, “Footprints in the Sand”, 
I believe you are seeing just one set of footprints in the sand 
behind us now.  God is carrying us through this time of trial. 

Thank you for your continued support of Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church.  Please continue to be safe and take every 
precaution possible to protect yourself, your family, and others 
that you do not know, when you are in public places. 

Yours in Christ, 

God amid pandemic 

Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms 
such as social distancing, flattening the curve and self-
quarantining.  We could hardly believe the closed schools, 
businesses and especially churches — just as Holy Week and 
Easter drew near! The coronavirus ran rampant in the world. 
Where was God? 

But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, 
calmly informing us of the facts, of actions being taken to 
mitigate the crisis and of how we could help.  Healthcare 
professionals risked their lives and endured separation from 
families; teachers drew on astounding stores of creativity to 
teach online; pastors 
delivered sermons and 
lessons to empty sanctuaries 
as members listened and 
prayed while living in 
lockdown.  Surely God was 
present — through them! 

Then I remembered how God 
assures us through Isaiah, 
“Fear not! When you pass 
through the waters, the fires, 
yes, even the pandemics of 
this world, I will be with you” 
(43:1-2, paraphrased).  And 
Jesus echoes, “I am with you 
always” (Matthew 28:20). 

—Sandy Hyland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thank you, Thrivent Financial policyholders, for your donations of $409 through June for the 2020 general budget. 

Financial standings June 2020 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  29,067.62 $ 184,727.82 
 

PPP Loan Funds Used $  14,818.40 $   29,234.06 

Ministry Program Expenses $  20,388.43 $ 155,778.26 

Difference $  23,497.59 
 

$  58,183.62 
 

Debt/Building Income $    2,960.00 $  22,094.50 
 

PPP Loan Funds Used $        726.40 $         726.40 

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,193.00 $  37,159.00 
 

Difference $  - 2,506.60 $- 14,338.10 
 

NET INCOME $  20,990.99 $   43,845.52 
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 Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of  
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

 

i everyone!  Hope you are staying cool!  These are the 
days we give thanks for air conditioning!  Our new 
“normal” in the days of the COVID-19 virus 

continues…. which means we have to continue to say we still 
do not know when we will meet in person again for Sunday 
School or for Worship!   

Again, I say thanks to Pr. Jeremy, Pr. Intern Lourdes and 
our musicians/singers who continue to offer us wonderful 
sermons, music and special visual effects virtually each week 
for Sunday Worship.  Thanks to everyone behind the scenes 
who work hard to keep our church operating effectively!   

Thanks again to Karen Pettit and family for continuing to 
offer us Virtual Sunday School through the summer.  I have 
enjoyed seeing the Pettit children participate along with 
Karen and sometimes Kris Byrns joins in the fun too!  

Since we were of course not able to 
have a Vacation Bible School this 
summer at church, Karen Pettit our 
VBS Director and I started making 
some tentative plans for a Weekend 
Virtual Zoom VBS.  It will most likely 
be three days in a row – Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon on Zoom for about 30-40 minutes.   

A Zoom meeting would give our children 
(and youth/parents if they would like) a 
chance to see each other and interact a 
little.  We will email and post further 
details about this as soon as we have them.  
It will most likely be a weekend in August 
though.   

If anyone has any questions or would like to volunteer to 
present an activity segment during this Zoom meeting please 
contact Gwen at jolls.gwen@yahoo.com or call/text me at 
702-496-9463. 

“Rally Sunday” would normally be the date when we begin 
our regular Sunday School year again – September 13, 2020.  I 
am thinking at this point we may be continuing our virtual 
Sunday School when we resume our 
regular Sunday School curriculum in 
September.  If so, there will be an on-line, 
virtual component (on Facebook and 
YouTube) along with your grade-level 
leaflets for you to complete which will be 
mailed to you.  

Stay safe and healthy and God’s peace be 
with you always, 

Gwen Jolls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 
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Prayers of the Church

 
Confident of 

your care and 
helped by the 
Holy Spirit, we 
pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

Merciful God, your reign is 
revealed to us in common things: a 
mustard shrub, a woman baking 
bread, a fishing net. Help your 
church witness to the surprising yet 
common ways you encounter us in 
daily life.  

When your word is opened, it 
gives light and understanding. 
Increase our understanding and awe 
of your creation; guide the work of 
scientists and researchers. 
Treasuring the earth, may we live as 
grateful and healing caretakers of 
our home.  

As the birds of the air nest in 
branches of trees, gather the nations 
of the world into the welcoming 
shade of your merciful reign. Direct 
leaders of nations to build trust with 
each other and walk in the way of 
peace. 

We call on your 
spirit of love. We 
ask God to keep us 
mindful of and 
responsive to our 
neighbors who are 

suffering financially, are 
unemployed or are trying to keep 
their businesses viable because of 
the spread of the coronavirus. We 
pray that we are aware of how our 
lives and struggles are interwoven 
with those of others and how our 

health and well-being rely on our 
shared care, concern, generosity, and 
support for one another.  

Your Spirit helps us in our 
weakness and intercedes for the 
saints according to your will. Help 
us when we do not know how to 
pray. Give comfort to the dying, 
refuge to the weary, justice to those 
who are oppressed, and healing to 
the sick, especially: Zoel 
Bastarache; Tim Beasley; Jim 
Caison; Sheila Caison; Marcia 
Chapman, Jill Chenicek; Richard 
Cohn; Tim Fox; Robin Holman; 
Olivia Hopkey; Rena Jordan; 
Norma Kesling; Suzanne Klimek; 
Donna Lawhead; Karen Pettit; 
Bev & Keith Quirk; Tommy 
Savola; Corey Schaefges; Mary 
Torstenson; Nancy Wier and Mary 
Wonola…. 

We pray for those homebound; 
Roy Cameron; Lillian Dilworth; 
Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo 
Jirousek and June Wall. 

We pray for Mary West and her 
family as they mourn the death of 
her brother, Fritz.  Surround them 
with your loving arms and grant 
them peace and comfort in this time 
of grief. 

You show steadfast love and 
direct us to ask of you what we need. 
Help this congregation ask boldly 
for what is most needed. Refresh us 
with new dreams of being your 
people in this place and in this time. 
We pray for the brother of Lauren 
Barnett’s friend, Edie; Loretta’s 
sister, Terry; for Janet Hayden’s 
granddaughter, Charisma; for 

Jenny Knox’s sisters, Carmen & 
Vickie; for Betty Kovach’s son, 
Scott; for Kelly Stephenson’s 
daughter in law, Kelly; for Sandy 
Hughes’ sister, Mickey; for 
Howard Olson’s son, Jimmy Dean; 
Nancy McDonald’s father, Art; 
Cathy Adams’ family, Chris and 
Zoey; Victoria Toma's daughter 
and son-in-law, Jackie & Dave; 
Dick Moyer’s 104 year old past 
POW, friend, Vince Shank; Janet 
Zak’s grandson, Brandon; Jimmy 
McDonald’s, brother, Johnny; and 
Clare Levin’s grandson, Connor; 
We also pray for Traci Alvarz and 
Alvin Flippen. 

In the certain hope that nothing 
can separate us from your love, we 
offer these prayers to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 
A lachrymatory lesson 

To calm his crying children, Charles Ferrell used to say, “Wait until I get a jar! I want to catch and save your 
tears.” While he pretended to search for a vessel, his kids usually quieted down. 

Tear jars were actually common in biblical times. Called lachrymatories, they’re still sold in Old Jerusalem. 
Bible characters had a variety of uses for these jars. The woman who cried at Jesus’ feet may have felt such 
sorrow about her wayward lifestyle that she brought a jar of her tears and added to them. In Psalm 23:5 (KJV), 
the cup that “runneth over” may have referred to a lachrymatory filled with tears of joy due to God’s goodness.  
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Small Groups
 

.

 
Why Lutherans Care for 

Creation* 

his headline on a recent email I 
received from the ELCA: God’s 
Work Our Hands caught my 

attention.  Living in the 
Red Rock Canyon 
National Conservation 
Area I am very aware of 
the environment and its 
fragility, so I read more.  
As the authors of this 
advocacy statement 
remind us, caring for the 
environment is not a 
cause, it is “our holy 
calling” to treasure our 

home the earth. 
Lutheran theology begins with God 

the creator.  Creation was not a single 
“Big-Bang” event of the past where God 
steps back and leaves the earth alone.  
Instead God is involved continuously 
throughout the universe. 

The second person of the trinity, the 
Son is the redeemer—the one who 
restores what was lost.  As St. Paul writes 
to the Galatians, “If anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old is 
passed away; see everything has become 
new” in chapter 6:15.  Christ is present 
with the Father in the on-going creative 
process. 

The third person, the Holy Spirit, is 
the sustainer present everywhere 
providing many gifts and fruits to all 
creatures including us humans within the 
complex web of creation.  The Spirit 
calls all creation forward into 
communion to be able to thrive. 

As I write this, I just finished 
participating in the worship for July 19. 
There were echoes of the article I’ve 
been referencing in the lessons for today, 
Isaiah 44:6-8 and especially in Romans 
8:12-25.  As God’s children we are part 
of the new creation. 

Too often we see ourselves as living 
on the Earth instead of as being a part of 
the earth.  I like to read Native American 

tales.  The philosophy that comes through 
is that humans are part of the whole 
universe.  I have a pin of a petroglyph 
that illustrates this idea. The human 
figure is surrounded by a series of lines 
like a labyrinth.  It reminds me that I 
belong to the Earth not that the Earth 
belongs to me. 

As Martin Luther writes, “God is 
substantially present everywhere, in and 
through all creatures, in all parts and 
places, so that the world is full of God 
and He fills all. . .His own divine essence 
can be in all creatures collectively and in 
each one individually more profoundly, 
more intimately, more present than the 
creature is in itself.”  (Martin Luther 
WA: XXIII, 134.34-23:136.36) 

When we 
see God as 
everywhere, 
then we are 
indeed 

walking on “Holy Ground.”  Let us walk 
softly and take special care of our 
“home.” 

If you would like to 
read the whole ELCA 
study, go to 
ELCA.org/advocacy scroll 
down to Congregation 
Studies to “Why Lutherans 
Care for Creation.” 

Judi Hempel 
702-586-1547 

storygirl1808@aol.com 
*Prepared by the Rev. David Rhoads with 

contributions from Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, 
the Rev. Thomas Mundahl, the Rev. Dennis 

Ormseth, the Rev. Sandra Roberts and the 
Rev. H. Paul Santmire. 

 
Nevada Partnership for 

Homeless Youth 

e pray all of you are doing well 
and staying safe and healthy.  
We do miss our church family.  

NPHY has really struggled during 
this pandemic.  None of the volunteers 

can enter the drop-in center 
and the homeless youth 
aren’t allowed in as well.  
When they need anything, 
they go to the center, ring a 
bell, and someone gets 
whatever they need.  They 
don’t allow volunteers to 
leave baked goods or to take 

full meals as we used to do. 
W.I.T.S. has brought them food like 

frozen lasagna, soups in individual 
containers, water and protein bars.  They 
will accept anything that is frozen or 
packaged, as well as fast food meals such 
as pizza.  

We are now at the time of the year 
where we need to provide school 
supplies, which include: back packs, 
pencils, pens, 
folders, 
calculators, 
writing 
tablets and 
other supplies required for school. 

Leave your purchased items at the 
church. The best times are from 9:30 -
11:00am when Loretta is usually in the 
office, but please call in advance to make 
sure. Dean and I will take a load of 
supplies just before start 
of school.  

W.I.T.S. thanks you 
for all your donations and 
prayers for our homeless 
youth and the staff at 
NPHY.  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 
W.I.T.S. 

Marcia Chapman 

T W
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

.  
“A friend is one 
of the nicest 
things you can 

have, and one of the best things 
you can be. 

—Douglas Pagels 

ello all my readers!  It’s so lonely 
here at the church with everyone 
practicing safe distancing.  

Loretta stops by the office most days, to 
pick up the mail and handle any 
necessary office duties.  I also get a 
glance at Pastor Jeremy, Pastoral 
Intern Lourdes, musicians Rick 
Arroyo, Paula Perez and Carol Spitzer-
Hanisch when they come by to record 
the worship services.  The altar guild 
volunteers stop by to keep the paraments 
and banners up to date.  Food has been 
very scarce 
around here – 
what’s a little 
mouse to do?! 

I received a couple of news tidbits to 
publish, but there doesn’t seem to be too 
much happening with so many staying 
home and staying safe.  

Will and Janice Demaree had 
exciting news to share.  They now have a 
granddaughter!  Will and Jen (way over 
East in Boston) had their baby girl, 

Olivia Kate Demaree, on July 6.  She 
was a little early, but is healthy and 
seems to enjoy her little bit of the world. 
She joins cousin Evan (Lindsay’s son).  

Due to required quarantine and 
travel restrictions, Will and Janice have 
to make do with Facetime visits for a 
while. 

Carol Townsend emailed me about 
her latest book.  Since we`ve been 

isolated for oh, so 
many months, she has 
been busy writing!  
Book one was a small 
detective story 
wrapped around this 
pandemic.  Title: A 
Nation Redesigned: 

The U S Under Covid-19.  The second 
book was a long time in coming, 
personally tying in part of her family’s 
life in the mix of this intense fiction.  
Title: Prodigal Soldier.  Coming out next 
month a new book, Forever Chasing 
Chelsey.  All Carol’s books are available 
in paperback or as e-books on Amazon 
and Kindle.  With most everyone staying 
home, now is the perfect time to catch up 
on your reading.  Carol says she misses 
all her Holy Spirit family and extends 
‘stay well’ greetings! 

Miss you all!  Keep safe, wash your 
hands often, and wear 
those masks! 

Your friend, 
Maxwell 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Patient attention, 
valuable discoveries 

For many people, the coronavirus 
pandemic has been a test of patience — 
or worse. Medically vulnerable people 
face an anxious time of hypervigilance. 
Furloughed workers wait on hold or in 
lines for assistance. Special events have 
been canceled or rescheduled. 

Those not impacted directly deal 
with assorted frustrations and 
inconveniences. Many people are 
learning the benefit of slowing down, 
being present (even virtually) to others 
and practicing patient attention. 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton 
did some of his best work when the 
plague forced Cambridge University to 
close. At home, the inquisitive student 
invented calculus and developed 
groundbreaking theories of gravity and 
optics. Later Newton called 1666 his  

 
annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and 
reportedly said, “If I have made any 
valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to 
patient attention than to any other talent.” 

What have you discovered during 
the COVID-19 crisis? What 
appreciations have you developed for 
aspects of life you may have previously 
taken for granted? What has social 
distancing taught you about the value of 
neighbors, church, community 
volunteering?  

During the pandemic, what have you 
learned about 
persistence and God’s 
presence? What 
empathy do you now 
feel for writers of words 
such as “I wait for the 
LORD, my whole being 
waits, and in his word I 
put my hope” (Psalm 
130:5, NIV)?  

 

Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

 

 

 

 
 

WOBBE, Dennis & Rebecca 
(Cleveland) 

5243 Eagle Brook Ct. 
No. Las Vegas, NV 89031 
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PINA COLADA ICEBOX CAKE | Taste of Home 

1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup confectioners' sugar 
1/2 teaspoon rum extract 
1 can (13.66 ounces) coconut milk, divided 
1 package (3.4 ounces) instant vanilla pudding mix 
1 container (8 ounces) frozen whipped topping, thawed 
15 whole graham crackers 
1 can (20 ounces) crushed pineapple, drained 
1 cup sweetened shredded coconut, toasted 

In a large bowl, beat cream cheese, confectioners' sugar and extract until 
smooth. Gradually beat in 1 cup coconut milk. Add pudding mix; beat on low 
speed until smooth. Fold in whipped topping. 

Pour remaining coconut milk into a shallow dish. Quickly dip half of the graham crackers into milk; allow excess 
to drip off. Arrange in a single layer in the bottom of a 13x9-in. baking dish, breaking to fit as needed. Layer 
with half each of the cream cheese mixture, pineapple and coconut. Repeat layers. Refrigerate, covered, at 
least 4 hours before serving. 

NOTE: To toast coconut, bake in a shallow pan in a 350° oven for 5-10 minutes or cook in a skillet over low 
heat until golden brown, stirring occasionally. 
 

Food for the Spirit 
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